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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 2820 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SF.IV 

SUBJECT: LAIRD PRESS CONFERENCE: REPORT OF REVISION OF US 
ARMS EMBARGO POLICY ON SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: A) PRETORIA 1 1 14 B ) CAPETOWN 0373 C) STATE 074134 

1. GOIC-CONTROLLED DAILY NEWSPAPER FRATERNITE MATIN APRIL 4 CARRIED 
THREE-COLUMN ARTICLE ENTITLED "WASHINGTON WILL REVIEW ITS POLICY 
ON SOUTH AFRICA." ARTICLE (MOST LIKELY FROM AFP) CITIES LAIRD 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH LAIRD SUGGESTED THAT VOSTER'S DETENTE 
EFFORTS COULD LEAD TO A REVISION IN THE U.S. POLICY ON THE 
EMBARGO OF ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA. ARTICLE POINTS TO 
GEOGRAPHIC IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S CAPE OF GOOD HOPE IN 
THE DEFENSE OF THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE, AN IMPORTANCE 
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POINTS TO EASUM'S "SUDDEN" REPLACEMENT, ATTRIBUTING IT TO 
HIS OPPOSITION TO SOUTH AFRICA'S RACIAL POLICIES DURING 
RECENT TRIP TO AREA. ARTICLE ALSO CITES PRIVATE VISIT MADE 
BY GROUP OF U.S. CONGRESSMEN TO SOUTH AFRICA RECENTLY, INCLUDING 
VISIT TO SIMONSTOWN NAVAL BASE. THIS WAS CONSIDERED AS 
CORROBORATION OF REMARKS MADE BY PREDISENT FORD IN HIS FIRST 
PRESS CONFERENCE CONCERNING THEDESIRE OF THE U.S. TO 
STRENGTHEN ITS NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN. VIRTUALLY 
IDENTICAL ARTICLE TO THAT SUMMARIZED ABOVE WAS CARRIED APRIL 3 
IN AGENCE IVORIENNE DE PRESS DAILY INFORMATION BULLETIN, THE 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF GOIC MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. 

2. EMBASSY NOTES THAT IN REF (B) EMBASSY CAPETOWN HAD ASKED 
FOR AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE PRESS STATEMENT DENYING ALLEGATIONS 
GROWING OUT OF LAIRD PRESS CONFERENCE. IN REF (C) DEPARTMENT 
GIVES PRESS GUIDANCE TO RESPOND TO INDIVIDUAL QUERIES BUT DOES 
NOT RPT NOT SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF PRESS STATEMENT 
ON MATTER. IN VIEW OF PUBLICITY WHICH HAS APPEARED IN IVORY 
COAST ON SUBJECT AND CONSIDERING HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S ROLE IN 
FOREFRONT OF DIALOGUE POLICY (AS WELL AS GOIC SENSITIVITY TO US 
SOUTH AFRICA POLICY POSITION), EMBASSY ABIDJAN BELIEVES IT WOULD 
BE DESIRABLE ISSUE PORESS RELEASE BASED ON GUIDANCE CONTAINED 
REF(C). PLEASE ADVISE PRIORITY WHETHER EMBASSY AUTHORIZED 
ISSUE SUCH PRESS RELEASE. IF SO, WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE PRESS 
GUIDANCE ON EASUM AND ON CONGRESSMEN S VISIT. 
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